Guroo Advisory Panel
- July 2008
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This presentation has been produced from materials used at the Guroo
Advisory panel and comments received on the day.

The materials have been brought together by Guroo Ltd a company
developing e-learning resources that support teachers and students in
Functional Skills.

The nature of a presentation means that some areas are opinions and
clearly nothing should be relied on as fact or the views of any Government
organi sation unless itbés made <cl ear

Your contact for Guroo is jwells@guroo.co.uk tel 0191 305 5045 or 07753
822393
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Secondary
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Functional skills in English, mathematics and ICT
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(including functional skills)
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This diagram has been taken from the QCA and it demonstrates how
Functional Skills will be integrated into every major qualification.




Functional Skills

Health warning: all information has been researched by Guroo Ltd and
reproduced in good faith. However the speed of change in this market means
that even we can’t keep up with things all the time, so please make sure what

we have done is accurate before making a decision based upon it.
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A levels
Key Sta Extended project

K54 :
Programme s

Cumiculum

Key Stage 4

Another QCA diagram taken from their presentations showing that
Functional Skills is a central piece of the jigsaw.




Functional Skills

known as Functional Skills.

It is essential to think of learners
becoming functional with English,
maths and ICT, rather than thinking
that there is a vital body of knowledge,

QCA
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A guote from the QCA website.

This is included because it shows quite clearly why students who have done

many of the initial assessments have achieved quite low pass rates.
Functional Skills is not designed as a qualification that be easily taught.

It isndt something where
exam.

Rather Functional Skills is exactly that, it is a body of skills that students

apply to everyday life.

Many say that what students need to do well is lots of practice in doing this

school s

rather than lots of practise at doing tests. It could turn out to be that
Functional Skills requires very different skills to passing a GCSE exam.
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What are Functional Skills?

A key initiative in response to

* pressure from employers,
* the 14-19 agenda and
 Skills White Papers
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Going back a couple of years, Functional Skills came about because of
three key things.

| think its fair to say that it was led by pressure from employers who want
young people who can contribute towards their organisation effectively.
Does this mean that employers were unhappy with existing qualifications 1
by inference | guess you would say that.

That led to a series of White papers and changes to the 14-19 agenda from
the DCFS and delivered via the QCA.




As with the QCA quote

Ailt i s essential to think of | earners b
and ICT, rather than thinking that there is a vital body of knowledge, known
as Functional Skill sbo

It is about applying and using real life skills focussed on problem solving,
interpreting and then communicating that.

Whereas Key Skills, the qualification done by lots of students at FE College

was embedded within the particular area of study that a student was

foll owing, Functional Skills isnodt. Fu
any area of work so weol |l no | onger use
teaching Maths to Construction students, instead we must present

Functional Skills in new contexts that mix complexity with familiarity.



